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UNSTABLE MEDIA  
IN THE 21 ST CENTURY

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CENTRE POMPIDOU NEW MEDIA COLLECTION

Bringing together some of the most radical voices from the past three decades, this exhibition presents 
around forty landmark works from the Centre Pompidou’s New Media collection. The uncertain fate of 
emerging technologies has always challenged the standards of continuity and permanence expected of a 
museum collection. And yet these technologies have shaped our sensory memory and become sedimented 
within each of us over time, even forming what might be likened to a second skin. Their impermanence is 
equalled only by the long-term resonance they imprint upon perception, the imagination, and the constant 
reworking of knowledge.

‘Unstable Media in the 21st Century’ invites visitors to explore recent developments in this field of artistic 
creation through a broad scope of different forms, gestures, and situations. The exhibition investigates  
how artists appropriate the media of their time and continually reinvent narratives of image and sound, 
embracing at times their non-linear paths through computer programming and circulation in networks. 
Unfolding across nine chapters, it addresses the main lines of inquiry influencing these practices today: the 
representation of time and the exploration of digital materiality; the dissolution of narrative and the mise  
en abyme of archives; confrontations with colonial history and the capacity for a work of art to serve as  
a locus of enunciation; and finally, investigations of the body as image and the image as body. Large-scale 
installations enter into dialogue with miniatures, movement is reflected in stillness and organic and  
simulated life permeate each other, taking on each other’s forms. The exhibition’s design suggests an  
open pathway, full of bends, loops and changing perspectives conducive to speaking of a history that  
has yet to be constructed.

The New Media Collection was created in the mid-1970s with the opening of Centre Pompidou. This pioneering 
museum field of research has led to a world renown collection that currently holds over 3000 works.
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An exhibition jointly organized by the Hamburger Kunsthalle and the Centre Pompidou 
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